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FBBC - Sunday June 24 - 1 Peter 2:11-25 

 

 

What is culture? 

A culture is a way of life of a group of people the behaviours, beliefs, values, and symbols 
that they accept, generally without thinking about them, and that are passed along by 
communication and imitation from one person and one generation to the next. 

There are different cultures within different groups of humanity and these differences 
can be a source of diversity and strength or of prejudice and violence.  

Some countries have the viewpoint that newcomers are to integrate into the way of life 
that they have now adopted. However, others have the stance that says, join our multi-
culture country and share your heritage with us! There is no end to the fighting that can 
go on over the strengths and weaknesses of these two viewpoints. Suffice it to say that 
there are differences and often we feel that our way is the best way and everyone else 
should embrace our wisdom. 

Examples of cultural differences: Mainstream Aussies vs. Other Cultures 
1. Handshake - bowing 
2. Home cooked meat and 3 veg - Fast Food or eating out 
3. Eating a necessity--fast food - A social experience, religious rules 
4. Value on the next generation – respect for age and experience 
5. Gender Equality - Different roles for men and women 
6. Security – spontaneity 
7. Dress for comfort – Dress to kill! 
 

 
What does it mean not to conform? 
Was Jesus culturally relevant? 
 
PRAY 
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“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  And let them have dominion {rule, 
authority} over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.  
 
From the first pages of Scriptures, we are never called to be passive observers.    
Humanity was never designed just to observe.   
Humanity was designed to influence.   
To take the raw stuff that God creates and then to make culture,  
to make music, to make buildings, to make life out of the things that He’s created.   
We are called to do the 4 letter word, “work.”   
 
Have you ever looked at your garden and thought if I just maybe put a little bit more 
fertilizer, weed, or move plants to get bit more sunlight, or get rid of the kids and dogs, 
THEN………    
Have you ever looked at your relationships, maybe fractured and broken and thought I 
would love to step in with words of healing.   
Have you looked at situations in our world,  open the paper to any section and look at it 
and think I would love to make a difference in areas of poverty, sex slavery, terrorism, 
illicit drugs, domestic violence, sexual abuse, injustice, to name just a few? 
 
The divide between rich and poor seems to continue to grow and grow.   
You name it, what are the things that spark action with your soul?   
Have you ever thought I would love to step in and do something?  
We want to do something, it’s part of being created in the image of God.   
That we don’t just observe the world around us; we can and are to influence the world 
around us.  It’s part of what it means to be human.   
As followers of Jesus—-We’re called to have influence in our world.   
 

 
God gave this influence to the nation of Israel.   
A different way of being.   
A different way of worship.   
A different way of eating.   
A different way of honouring the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.   
A different way of justice and of mercy.   
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Which has been handed down through the ages, through kings, prophets, culminated 
with Jesus, perfectly epitomising the way that we are called to influence the world.   
 
Our calling as followers of Jesus, thus also given to the church.   
By being part of God’s church, we are part of God’s mission?     
Not just to observe the world, but to influence the world.   
 
Sometimes I think we get this wrong.   
We live in a “celebrity-based culture,” where our hope as Christians is that somebody 
else will carry the mantle for us and do the influencing.   
 

 
 
Example: Justin Beiber, he is now a follower of Jesus!   
In his 20’s, a teen idol, pop phenomenon, with 68 million twitter followers and 71 million 
fans on Facebook. 
   
We now have this face of Christianity in pop culture, maybe Beibs will tweet something 
out that will create waves throughout pop culture and MANY will come to faith in 
Jesus, because Beibs is carrying the flag.   
 
Is that how we’re called, as followers of Jesus, to make something of the world that we live 
in and to put a distinctive kingdom gospel fingerprint on the world?   
Is that how it happens? 
 
Peter, in the letter s writes to areas in a region of modern-day Turkey.   
They don’t have a Justin Beiber, but they do have a hope for influence.   
  

 
Peter says you don’t have power, you don’t have force.   
You don’t even have the ability to manipulate should you want to,  
you don’t even have THAT, but you do have enough to make a difference.   
 
Every person in this room qualifies for what Peter’s going to say.    
He’s writing to people who had no political power.  
He’s writing to people that had very little social influence.   
Yet he says: you were designed, not just be observers, but to be influencers in the world. 
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1 Peter 2:11   Beloved, 
It’s really interesting that before he says anything to them about the way that they should 
live, he wants to remind them who they are.   
 
This is out of the outflow of the fact that you ARE loved by the Father, so live in this 
way. 
 

 
 
Here’s what Peter says:  
It’s not necessarily the platform that you hold.  It’s not the office that you work in.   
It’s not the title that’s behind or in front of your name that matters and that gives you the 
chance to make something of the world around you.   
 
It’s the life that you live.  
  
The life that you live tells a story.   
The life that you live should be a reflection back, to what you believe about who God is, 
and what God is like.   
 
The life that you live is a sermon that you preach.   
Day in and day out.  In your home.  In your workplace.  In your neighbourhood.   
 
Your life has a message that says something to the people around you about God.   
 
Peter says to exiles, wanderers, people with zero political or social power in the world,  
is that life lived well in a way that honours Jesus and does good, 
 is enough to point people back to the Father.   
 
The greatest influence you have, is the life that you live!   
 
The life people see me live should point people to, the God I say I follow.     
 
Peter isn’t writing to people who are spectacular evangelists, movers and shakers.   
He’s simply writing to people who are called to be faithful in the little stuff,  

and 
you 
are!
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in the day to day, day after day after day,  
that their lives would point to a transforming and redeeming God of grace and love. 
 
That’s his point.  Your life has a voice.  My life has a voice.   
 

 
 
A number of people over the course of time have said this, and I’ll say it again:   
You are the only Bible some people will ever read.   
 
So what’s the translation that your life declares?   What does it look like?  
 
Many read us, a great deal more, than they read the Bible.   
 

 
 
Gandhi said that he read the Bible, he wanted to believe, but when he went into a 
church, he wasn’t allowed to enter because he wasn’t white, so Gandhi concluded and 
said:  
“I like your Christ.  I do not like your Christians.  They are so unlike Christ.”   
Some say he went so far as to declare, “I would become a Christian if it weren’t for you 
Christians.” 
 

 
 
How does Peter teach followers of the way of Jesus in the first century, who had zero 
power, who had zero influence, who did not hold governmental seats to make decisions 
that would influence the whole land?  How does he say they should live and so declare 
the glory and grace of God?   
 
Peter says to first century followers of Jesus and to you and I today,  
One of the ways our lives preach, and has influence in the world is not by saying:  
God is my authority and not governing authorities!   
 

Influence is birthed in 
integration

not in 
separation
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That’s not how you have influence.   
 
You don’t need to have a seat of political power in order to have influence.  If you’re 
subject in a way that honours God, you want your lives to count, then, be subject, 
remain under.   
Our good deeds would point people to God.   
Influence is birthed in integration, not in separation.   
 
Peter is teaching the church to learn to respect authority and if we can’t respect the 
authority we can see, how will we respect the authority we can’t.   
 
Being subject to the government is not a replacement for obedience to God.   
 
What’s Peter saying??   
Endure when you don’t get your way.   
Endure when you don’t get that promotion.   
Endure when you’re treated wrongly because of your faith in Jesus.   
 
God will judge rightly and so I can keep my mouth shut and trust completely and totally 
in Him.   
 
We might not like it!  But it is the teaching of Scripture and the way of Jesus.   
Influence is birthed in integration not separation.   
Impact is found in endurance rather than entitlement.   
 

 
 
What if followers of Jesus were known as people who didn’t gossip.  Would that change 
the way people looked at you?  
 
What if we said we’re going to do everything without grumbling or complaining.  
 
What if followers of Jesus were known for their work ethic rather than their entitlement?  
  
What if followers of Jesus were known for their kindness, for their loyalty, for their 
fairness, for their honesty?  
  
What if followers of Jesus were known for getting to work on time and doing an honest 
day’s work?   
 

Impact is found in 
endurance
rather than

entitlement
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What if a distinctive of Christians?  They work as though they’re working for God!    
It may take time.  But over time the ripple effects of that would transform the world.   
We influence through integration not separation.   
And here’s the key, followers of Jesus: Verse 21– 
 

 
 
The example for my life is the Saviour of my soul!   
To be a disciple is not to hear the words of Jesus,  
it’s not to appreciate the words of Jesus,  
it’s not to think that Jesus is a nice teacher or a good man…. 
it is to put into practice discipleship, learning from Jesus and putting into practice the 
things that he teaches.  
 And in THIS, we find life.  In THIS, we find joy.   
In THIS, like throwing a pebble into a pond, the ripple effects of our life change the 
world!!    READ SLIDE 
 

 
 
Every one of us, as we live in the way of Jesus, influence happens.   
Jesus didn’t lie, when he was backed into a corner.   
He didn’t say bad things about people, even when they said bad things about him.   
He trusted His Father and gave His life.   
Our example is not what we find on TV.  Our example is the one and only Jesus of 
Nazareth, who stepped down out of heaven, clothed himself in humanity; died a death 
he didn’t deserve to hand you a life you could never earn.   
 
Our lives are to be ‘the gospel message with skin on!’ 

 

 

 

v. 21
To this you were called, 

because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, 

that you should follow in His steps.

The example
for my life is the
Saviour
of my soul!
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Passage: 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to 
the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him 
to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is 
God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 
people.16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honour the emperor. 
18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to 
those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it 
is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering 
because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive 
a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and 
you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were 
called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 
22 “He committed no sin, 
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.”[a] 
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might 
die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 
healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,”[b] but now you have returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 
 
 


