
 

 

On the Road and the Table 

Luke 24:13-35  (Slide 1) 

1. On the Road  13-28 
 

Suspense, sorrow, confusion, gradual dawning of the truth, and then later 

unexpected actions, astonished recognition, a flurry of excitement and energetic 

activity.  This is one of the finest stories that Luke the gospel writer tells.  It 

maybe not as famous of Jesus’ remarkable of the story of the prodigal son but it 

is compelling.    
 

The story gives us a model for being Christian in any and all ages.  The slow, 

sad dismay that follows shattered dreams and failure seems to be all around is 

typical of human experience.  The central characters in the drama, like millions 

of others, turn to someone who might or might not be able to assist.  Then the 

couple discover new ways of interrelating scripture are the key that might 

unlock central mysteries and enable them to see the truth.  After that there is the 

sudden realization that Jesus himself is self disclosing and warming hearts with 

the light of God’s truth, as he breaks bread.  This story gives demonstrable 

shape to Christianity that grasps us and holds us in the face of much that is 

wrong in the society, in the church and with ourselves. 
 

It is often the focus of Christian reflection or meditation. Reflective entry into 

the story means that we come with our dilemmas onto the road to Emmaus with 

Cleopas and his companion and share the journey with them from the inside.  

The couple on the road may well be husband and wife Cleopas and Mary (John 

19:25, is so Cleopas wife is one of the Marys around the cross ),  though we 

cannot be overly confident about that.  It is true that many couples have 

found this story to vehicle to bring focus to their struggles and their 

questions in such a way as to be transformed by Jesus. 
 

Cleopas courageously tells the stranger all about what is going on for them.  

they had regard the man Jesus to be a prophet he said, indeed more than a 

prophet as his teaching and his miracles had suggested that the was a man of 

God’s choice.  He was the one who would redeem Israel, that is he would be a 

second Moses leading the Jewish people out from under the oppression of 

Roman overlords.  They had hoped that Jesus would lead them into an 

anticipated place of peace to live in right belief and right action.  However, 

instead the very overlords had defeated Jesus, condemning him to a criminal’s 

death, crucifying him.  Cleopas did not understand the power of what he 

was saying.  The crucifixion is in fact the redemption of Israel, Jesus as 

doing his unique work that would make all the difference for human kind 

and in God’s economy. 
 

Cleopas and his companion had been looking at scripture incorrectly and 

needed to see that the redemption of Israel comes through suffering. The 

Messiah  is a suffering messiah rather than a triumphalist politician.  
 

(Slide 2) Jesus leads them through the story of the Bible again giving them a 
new perspective that would demonstrate the suffering Messiah theme.   The 
Scriptures demonstrate that the Messiah takes Israel’s suffering, the world’s 
suffering onto himself, to die under its weight and to rise again.   

 

Bodily resurrection like that of Jesus was not part of Jewish understanding of 

resurrection. This account does make it clear that we can only recognize Jesus 

as we learn to see him as Scripture portrays him.  We need to follow the 

example of the two people on the road to Emmaus and come to him openly 

in prayer.  We need to acknowledge his presence in our world, in our lives, 

and come as a couple, a family, or as members of small groups, and in 

gatherings around his word like this one  we can learn to interpret 

Scripture and see its Christ.   
 

2.   At the Table  29-35 Tom Wright suggests that we recall the first 

detailed recorded meal in the Bible
1
.  The moment is heavy 

with meaning as the women takes some fruit and ate it, “she 

gave it to her husband and he ate and their eyes were opened 

and they knew that they were naked‘  (Genesis 3:6-7)  In this 

way rebellion and death entered the world.  From then on the 

whole of creation was subjected to decay and futility and 

sorrow.     
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(slide 3) In the text before us Luke describes the first meal in the era of the 

new creation ‘He took bread, broke it, blest it and gave it to them  and 

their eyes were opened and they recognized him.  The couple in Emmaus 

are shown the a reversal of the curse of Adam.  Death itself is defeated.  

God’s new day is brimming with life, joy and new possibility has been 

born.    
 

Luke continues to tell the story in a way that enables us to live in it. Jesus, 

risen from the dead, is the beginning of the new world.  Whereas, Jairus’ 

daughter and the son of the widow of Nain had been raised from the dead 

but they would face death again.  By way of contrast, Jesus has gone 

through death and came out on the other side into a new world of deathless 

creation, still physical, but transformed.  When this dawns on us we may 

well find our hearts burning within us.  

The way Luke describes  the simple mealtime takes our minds back to the 

upper room and so many other delightful meals Jesus broke bread with his 

followers.  Like Cleopas and his partner we are invited to know Jesus in 

the breaking of bread.  We like them are to domesticate the notion that 

‘where two or three or gathered in his name he is in the midst of them. 
2
 

 

Luke writes intends us here to point us forward to the breaking of the bread 

which would quickly become a central symbolic act in the drama of 

gathered worship of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Jesus is no 

longer physically present however, but he makes himself known to us in 

both the preaching of the word and the sacrament, in learning from 

scripture and prayerfully gathering around the Lord’s Table.   

(Slide 4) Take the scripture away from communion and it becomes magic, 

take the sacrament away and Scripture and it becomes an intellectual or 

an emotional exercise, detached from real life.  Put the two together and 

you have the centre of Christian living in community and as individuals 
3
.     
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(Slide 5)  Jesus thus empowers Cleopas and his partner to set off back to 

Jerusalem with new purpose, charged with a sense of mission.  The 

resurrected Jesus has launched the God’s kingdom in its new mode, 

repentance and forgiveness need to announced to both individuals and 

societies around the globe. 
4
 They thus become active witnesses to the 

witnesses of the resurrected Jesus.  Worship and witness are seen to 

belong together one leads into the other and one follows from the 

other.    
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