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JESUS’ LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

ABANDONMENT TO PEACE  

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING! 

 

Our passage begins with v.15: A title for theses verses might be ‘A Farewell” or ‘Reading of Jesus’ Last 

Will and Testimony.’ 

 

In these verses Jesus reveals God's plan to send another support, whom he calls the ‘Paraclete,’ also 

known as the Advocate, Comforter, Strengthener, or Helper.  

 

Much confusion abounds in Christian circles on the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. We need to hear 

what Jesus himself taught about the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

 

John 14:15-17: "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Counsellor, to be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, 

because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, lives with you, and will be in you."  

 

Packed into those verses are six remarkable facts concerning this new arrival. 

First, we learn that he will be a gift from the Father to true believers.  

‘True Believers’ Jesus identifies ‘loving obedience’ as the mark of a true believer.  

A ‘True believer’ is one who has been drawn to Christ and is ready to obey whatever he says.  

To those genuine believers, who are not merely using Christianity as a front for their own activities or 

advancement, - to them Jesus promises to give ‘the Spirit’. 

 

This is also mentioned in John 7:37-39. "On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and said in 

a loud voice, 'If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.’  

Whoever believes in me, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”   

By this he meant the Spirit, for those who believed in him were later to receive.  

Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

Here Jesus confirms again that those who believe in Him will receive the Spirit.  

NOTE: We do not need to expect another giving of the Spirit after we have come to Christ,  

for he comes to us when we believe. 

 

Second, Jesus says that this Spirit will be "another," a separate but similar Person to himself.  

v16.  I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever. 

Jesus promises, thus, clearly indicating, it will not be himself, but someone else. He uses a Greek word 

for "another" which means "another of the same kind." A clear reference to the mystery and complexity 

of the Trinity; three persons in one, Father, Son and Spirit, all distinct, separate one from another, forming 

one God.  

 

The Spirit will take over the work that Jesus had been doing with the disciples.  

The reason they remained firm in their faith for three and a half years, I believe was because they were 

with Jesus. He upheld them; he strengthened them; he counselled them; he ministered to them.  

Now he promises another, coming who will do this same work. 

 

Third, Jesus announces that the Spirit will be a ‘continually abiding presence.’  

He will be "with you forever."  

NOTE: The Spirit only comes once into our lives. He does not come again and again.  

He comes to abide, to dwell with us.  

Hebrews 13:5 puts it this way: "Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.”  

 



Again, looking at the Greek, these words actually state: "I will never, under any circumstances, ever leave 

you nor forsake you." Some believe that when your spiritual vision grows dim what you need is "more of 

the Spirit."  

 

You cannot have "more of the Spirit." According to Jesus He is a Person, and persons do not come in 

chunks, or bits and pieces. Scriptures confirm, He comes as a whole person and "abides forever."  

 

Fourth, the Spirit will be a reveller of truth. Praise God!  He is "the Spirit of Truth."  

What he does and says can be absolutely relied upon to be fundamental reality – no confusion, no deceit, 

no disillusionment is possible. I do not know any aspect of the Spirit's work that is more important than 

this. The Spirit gives us the Word, and that Word, is absolutely dependable. Truth is also what the Spirit 

wants from us in our relationship with him. If you want to maintain a good relationship with him, then be 

honest. Do not deceive yourself or try to deceive him.  

 

Fifth, Jesus says, this new resource is unavailable to the world. "The world cannot receive him because it 

neither sees him or knows him." A conspiracy seems to exist in secular institutions like schools, to keep 

God out of His own world. The world blinds its eyes to the existence of the great God who holds 

everything in his hands and guides and directs the destinies of humankind and the nations of the world. 

Thus, Jesus says the world cannot receive this remarkable resource which is available to those who 

believe. 
 

Sixth, Jesus discloses that this will be a resource that is available from within. "You know him," he says 

to these disciples, "for he lives with you, and will be in you." These words apply only to these eleven 

men. We know from other Scriptures that since Pentecost when we come to Jesus we receive the Spirit. 

At Pentecost he began to form the community of believers called "the Church" -- people who belong to 

one another as well as to the Lord.  

 

This revelation concerning the Spirit is confirmed to us by 2,000 plus years of human history.  

He did come on the Day of Pentecost; he did impart strength and boldness to these men so that they lost 

all fear and began to witness boldly in Jerusalem; AND he has come to every believer since that time. We 

have seen the fulfillment of these words across two millennia of human testimony.  

 

ILLUSTRATION: guide dog for the blind! When your dog, your guide, your support is no longer, and is 

needing to be replaced. Fear, anxiety, unknown abounds! 

This is similar to what the disciples were feeling at this time! 

 

The passage now turns to the disciples and His farewell. Jesus had said. "I am going away. You will see 

me no more." It was little comfort to them that another Person, whom they knew very little about, was 

coming. How much comfort would it be for you if a departing loved one told you he would send his 

Uncle Joe whom you had never met? Here Jesus deals with that concern. 

 

18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, 

but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my 

Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one 

who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show 

myself to them.” 

 

The good news for these men is that they would not lose Jesus when the Spirit came. He would be there 

by means of the Spirit, and he would stay with them. When it reads "I will not abandon you and leave you 

desolate, I will not leave you orphans." That was surely how the disciples felt. The One whom they had 

grown to love and trust was leaving them. Jesus promises, "when the Spirit comes, I will come with him." 

Here he puts his finger on what is probably the most wonderful truth about the coming of the Spirit: His 

primary work is to make Jesus real to his disciples. The mark of the Spirit-filled life is not signs, or 



wonders, or tongues, but an ever-deepening consciousness of the reality of Jesus Christ. That is the Spirit 

at work. 

 

Jesus continues,  

“Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me."  

 

Here he is referring to his appearances following the resurrection. The disciples were assured that he had 

risen from the dead by his several appearances over the course of 40 days. But, even more than that, he 

means, "You will continue to see me by means of the Spirit. You will know me more richly, more deeply, 

more truly after the Day of Pentecost than before."  

 

Matthew 28:19-20,  

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, ….. and surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age."   

 

The Spirit makes Jesus real. More than that, Jesus continues. "Because I live, you will live also."  

There is a new vitality coming by means of the Spirit. People as unbelievers, whose lives were dull and 

meaningless suddenly light up with a sense of vitality and joy as the Spirit began to release to them the 

life of Jesus, when they believe. This is the promise of the Spirit. And there is more! 

 

Jesus expresses using simple words, yet profound words of truth – On that day you will realize that I am 

in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. When we come to Christ. We know we belong to 

another family; we realize that we now are children of God. We have been transferred out of the powers 

of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of God " and you are in me,” 

 

The next truth we are confronted with -- and “I am in you” It’s not about how much we can do for God, 

but what he can do through us!  

 

Finally, Jesus says, loving obedience is the key to progressive intimacy with him.  

If you have Jesus in your heart the one thing you want more than anything else is to know him better.  

 

Phil 3:10 Paul could say, "Oh, that I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship 

of his suffering, being made conformable unto his death,"  

Obedience is not difficult for those filled with love. The clue to Christian behaviour is not law, not 

demand, but love. Teach people to love Jesus. Show them how much he has already loved them, and 

obedience becomes easier and easier. The longing of every Christian heart should be to know him better, 

to go deeper and deeper into the love of Jesus which passes knowledge. 

 

At this point, one of the disciples interrupts. His name is Judas, not Judas Iscariot, the traitor. 

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to 

the world?” 23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, 

and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey 

my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

Here again is a reference to that formula for intimacy -- loving obedience. 

 

Jesus has shown us who the Spirit is, and how he relates to him. Now he has a further word on what the 

spirit will do when he comes: 

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid. 

Here are three further revelations of the work of the Spirit:  



First, Jesus reminds us again that the Spirit is coming "in his name" as his replacement, at his request, 

and thus his work is to make Jesus known to us. 

 

Second, he will teach and remind these men of everything Jesus has ever said. Here is another 

wonderfully encouraging revelation. The Holy Spirit has the power to bring back to human recollection 

"everything I have said," he declares. So we have great assurance here that the words of Scripture are the 

words of Jesus. Further, Jesus said the Spirit would "teach" them, i.e., he would unfold the meaning and 

the implication of his words.  

 

Third, Jesus said, the work of the Spirit is to impart the peace which he alone can give: 

 "My peace I give unto you." This peace which Jesus gives is what we can well describe as "the ability to 

cope." This is the bequest of Jesus, the inheritance of Christians: "My peace I leave with you." We can 

have that peace under any circumstance, because, as he says, it is not given as the world gives. The world 

says, have a holiday and forget your worries, open another bottle of wine or box of chocolates! Here Jesus 

speaks of what Paul calls "peace that passes understanding," (Phil 4:7).  

 

Circumstances may not have changed, but there has been imparted to you a consciousness that the One 

who indwells in you is able to handle your problem and you are at peace because of that.  

 

That is why Jesus adds, "Let not your hearts be troubled." You do not have to be all upset and bothered. 

You have a sufficient basis for confidence if you will act on it. "Neither be afraid." Peace has been 

supplied to you. 

 

So, the disciples freaking out over the fact that Jesus is leaving, giving another person, who is unknown to 

them. Then as Jesus shares more and more about this Holy Spirit and what He brings to them is 

something like attending the “Reading of a Will.” I think the Holy Spirit is often misunderstood! 

 

Do you feel abandoned and alone OR blessed (by all that the Spirit gives?) 

 

PRAYER 

 

 


