
 

There a Place for Us. 

John 14: 1-10;  

 

Introduction.   
 

I have always been attracted to and frustrated by the wistfulness of the beautiful 
song in West Side story entitled “ There’s a place for us”.  It expresses the heart cry 
of two displaced and emerging adults in Berlin who want to find a place where they 
can be together..  The songs expresses the wan hope that there will be a place for 
the them but it ends with the beautiful refrain ‘somewhere’, ‘somehow’.  They want a 
place and they discover it, and a significant relationship.  
 

Paul Tournier, a famous Swiss psychologist writes of a young male patient who had 
been born into a deeply divided and unhappy family.  He had quickly developed a 
sense of failure, firstly his sense of failure about reconciling his parents, and then a 
growing sense of inability to settle down into any area of life.  In his desperation he 
came to see Tournier and in one session with  his psychologist he was enabled to 
see himself objectively  and put it into words. “Basically I am looking for a place - 
somewhere to be”.    
 

Tournier saw the human plight as a basic human endeavour - people want a place 
to be that is their own, a place of relationship with God, with other significant people, 
a family and a place to be. The transformative possibilities of such place where fit 
and know where and with whom we belong.   
 

1. Focus on Jesus.  John 14:1-16 
 

Jesus’ says to his closest colleagues  “Don’t be troubled”.   The disciples had just 
been told that Jesus was about to die and they were fearful and overwhelmed with 
Jesus’ assertion about his immediate destiny.  No cardiologist can address this kind 
of heart problem nor surgery can remove human fear or anxiety.   Fear can arise 
from a sense of shame about pride and selfishness.  It can arise from being 
perplexed about the phenomenon of death.  Fear may expresses itself in numbness, 
denial about the permanency of death or even an initial annoyance that someone 
we love and need has gone. In the face of this very human heart cry Jesus speaks 
providing a precious remedy 
 

Jesus said “Believe in God, believe in me, the sense of which is go on believing in 
God, keep on believing in me”. Deep and courageous trust in Jesus amid the 
practicalities and traumas of  everyday life and of dest is what people need. 
 

As always, Jesus gives them and contemporary disciples a concrete, rather than 
vague, reasons to trust  Him.  We are to believe in the promises of Jesus, and even 
more specifically his promise that he will come again.  He also said the meantime 
we are to believe in his promised presence.  “I will go .. and come again.”  “I will not 
leave you desolate, I will come to you”.  We know from other parts of John’s 
gospel that Jesus will send his own Spirit into our lives and fight God’s cause 
in us.  The Holy Spirit will empower us now,  He will make Christ present to us 
now here- “my peace I leave with you… And he breathed on them, that is infilled 



them with his empowering Holy Spirit as a constant and consistent presence… “God 
with us, the hope of glory” as the apostle Paul would later assert.   
 

Jesus goes to the house of the Father, his home, and the home of all who are 
attached to him through grace and by faith.   While away he will prepare a 
place for us,- a  spacious and generous place for each and everyone of of his 
people in the new heavens and the new earth.  He will take us to himself.  
 
Tom Wright’s story of the school football team on the way to a distant game and told 
that we would be staying in a house together over night.  The young boys were 
skeptical. They told their captain and coach as much in grumbling tones.  “How 
could the whole team stay comfortably in a single house after playing a great 
gaming and winning?”  They protest. How would this be a celebration?  They 
however, turned into the street and realised that it was not an ordinary street.  They 
then turned into a driveway and realised that this was not an ordinary house, this 
was a mansion.  Many spacious rooms, great rooms for meals and parties and 
delightful place to be. The coach said ‘I told you would enjoy this place didn’t 
I.   
 

Focus on Jesus: the way, the life, and the truth 
 

Jesus actually says he will come back and take them to his own home.  He is 
uniquely qualified as the pioneer of the way through death to resurrection.   Thomas 
responds, ever the grumpy skeptic murmurs ‘How can we get to this place we 
do not know where you are going let alone knowing the road by which to 
travel to get there?    
 

Jesus comes back directly him saying.  Thomas ‘I am the way, and the truth and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father God except through me If you know me you will 
know the father also.  
The context in which this conversation takes place is important to our understanding 
of the implications of what Jesus says here. Yes, the Lord’s statement is counter-
cultural and controversial in the most extreme form today.  Jesus claims to be the 
exclusive pathway to a relationship with God.  Contrary to contemporary 
popular opinion, neither Jesus, nor his faithful followers are being arrogant 
when they make this claim.  Yes, it is true that historically some of his Jesus’ 
followers have acted and spoken arrogantly, foolishly and unwisely and have 
failed to commend the truth of what the Lord is saying here.  Jesus rewires 
humility and openness that trusts in him, listens to him, looks to him for 
wisdom to live each day of one's life.    
 

Then Philip pipes up.  “Lord, who us the Father and we will be satisfied’.  Philip is 
puzzled by this remark but Jesus reminds him that the Father God can be seen in 
Jesus and known in Jesus.  Thomas is not the only slow learner here!   Jesus 
patiently and gently corrects him with the comment, “Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still don’t know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father, How can you say, “Show us the father? Do you not believe that  I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own: but the Father who dwells in me does his works  Believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me… “ (8-11a) 



 
‘You want to see God look at me’ Jesus asserts.   And if we look at him 
carefully we will we will take note of teacher and Lord who washes his 
disciples feet, and we hear him telling them to copy his pattern of self giving 
service.  Look here is Jesus who weeps at the tomb of his friend. If we look we 
will see Jesus on the way to cross to die for his people, in order that their guilt 
and vulnerability might be absorbed into his body on the cross.  This is the 
Jesus, the true Son of God.  Live a life of co operating trust in him, his death, 
his resurrection, his ascension to his Father and his promised gift of the 
person of the Holy Spirit who accompanies us and empowers us to be caught 
up into God’s transformative purpose.  
 

Only as Jesus followers do as he did do they authentically portray the earth 
shattering, healing  and transforming truth that he spoke and was as God’s 
living word to humankind, to you and I.  Each and every Christian believer 
knows, and choses to live like this, so we trek through our griefs, sorrows and 
ongoing life journey.   
 

There is a place for us, in relationship with Jesus as our transformative Lord.  
He will partner with us by the Holy Spirit, and teach us who to live with love, 
grace and sacrificial service. He will be our pathway to fruitful living.   
 

Come to him and trust in him now, more than ever!  There is a place of unit is 
being at home with Christ.   There is a transforming relationship with God for 
all who turn to Jesus, believe him, follow and serve our day and generation in 
his name.  It a wistful song gives way to realization of of God’s kingdom 
coming on earth as it is in heaven.    
    
 
 
Grace and peace 
 
John Reid 
 
 

 


