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The Outline of Habakkuk: 

 

The dialogue between the prophet and God (1:1 - 2:5) 

 

1:2-4 Habakkuk’s first lament: Why does God tolerate violence and 

injustice? 

 

1:5-11  God’s first reply: He will use the ruthless Babylonians to punish the 

wicked 

 

1:12-2:1  Habakkuk’s 2
nd

 lament: Surely that only makes things worse. How 

can a righteous God make use of evil people? 

 

2:2-5  God’s second reply: Have patience! Have faith! The proud will 

eventually fall. 

 

The taunt song against the Chaldeans (Babylon)  

 

2:6-20  Five woes on the wicked 

   6-8  Woe to the thief and plunderer 

   9-11  Woe to the oppressor 

   12-14  Woe to the violent 

   15-17  Woe to the promiscuous and cruel 

   18-20  Woe to those who worship idols 

 

Habakkuk’s prayer and song of faith (3:1-19) 

 

Themes from Chapter 2: 

Wait for it … God will act   (v2-3)  The proud will eventually fall  (4-5) 

The righteous will live by faith  (4)  God is sovereign  (14 & 20) 

 

New Testament links  

Romans 1:17  Galatian 3:11   Hebrews 10:36-38 

 

Words of Assurance 

Reflect on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24. 

What words of Scripture especially give assurance personally for you and help 

you to persevere?  

Desmond Tutu’s Confidence 
During the deepest, darkest days of apartheid when the government tried to shut down opposition by 
canceling a political rally, Archbishop Desmond Tutu declared that he would hold a church service 
instead. 
St. George’s Cathedral in Cape Town, South Africa was filled with worshippers. Outside the cathedral 
hundreds of police gathered, a show of force intended to intimidate. As Tutu was preaching they entered 
the Cathedral, armed, and lined the walls. They took out notebooks and recorded Tutu’s words. 
But Tutu would not be intimidated. He preached against the evils of apartheid, declaring it could not 
endure. At one extraordinary point he addressed the police directly. 
You are powerful. You are very powerful, but you are not gods and I serve a God who cannot be 
mocked. So, since you’ve already lost, since you’ve already lost, I invite you today to come and join the 
winning side! 
With that the congregation erupted in dance and song. 
The police didn’t know what to do. Their attempts at intimidation had failed, overcome by the 
archbishop’s confidence that God and goodness would triumph over evil. It was but a matter of time. 
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