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The Practice of Generosity  FFBC  25/10/20  Danelle McLeay 

I want to start today with a story that I find very special and that inspires 

and challenges me whenever I remember it, even if I don’t have the 

precise details. It’s the story of a church in southern Sydney, a relatively 

small church who were in the process of looking for a new pastor. They 

were meeting one Sunday morning when some local children, who were 

out playing in the neighborhood, happened to wander in - one Sunday 

morning, in the middle of the service! The children walked in and actually 

walked up towards the front of the church. And they started asking 

questions. What’s happening, what are you all doing here the children 

asked? Well the people actually stopped and took the time to explain and 

answer their questions.  

The upshot was that the church realised that there was a real need for a 

ministry to children in the area. So they actually employed a pastor to 

develop a ministry with children. They employed a pastor to run a 

children’s program on Sunday mornings and the church also met on 

Sundays but got visiting preachers in. They put their own needs aside to 

reach out to the children. 

To me this true story speaks of the practice of generosity and sums up 

what I want to suggest today – that the practice of generosity is a 

community practice, that helps our spiritual formation - that is, generosity 

together, helps us to grow more like Jesus and reflect God to our 

neighbours. 

So I am wondering what are Faith Bible Baptist Church’s, stories of 

generosity? Because I suspect that you have such stories too. I’m sorry I 

have not had opportunity to ask around and learn some of them. However 

let me encourage you to take time to think about this and to remember 

them. And to think about how those stories of generosity have shaped you 

as the body of Christ in this place. 

Because it has been said that we are most like God when we are 

generous. And Generosity is a community practice, as we have read today 

in these passages in Acts, chapters 2 and 4.  

Generosity is a community practice 

So what am I meaning by this word practice? 
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When we speak of practices, that are sometimes called spiritual disciplines 

we should not think of drudgery. Richard Foster, who wrote the well-

known book, The Celebration of Discipline, says that the purpose of the 

Disciplines is liberation from the stifling slavery to self-interest and fear. 

Richard, when preaching a couple of weeks ago on the promise of the 

Holy Spirit, also said how the filling of the Spirit releases us from 

selfishness, or self-interest. 

Foster goes on to say that the disciplines, or practices, allow us to 

place ourselves before God so that he can transform us – they are 

a way of sowing to the Spirit – they put us where God can work within us 

and transform us. 

And disciplines, or practices relate to discipleship.  

The goal of the community of Jesus is not to make converts but to make 

disciples and Phil spoke about this last week as well. Entering into a 

relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is the entrance to a 

pathway, or lifestyle, of discipleship. 

The word disciple, as you would know, generally means follower and 

learner. So the term ‘discipling’ may be generally used for any activity, or 

practice, which produces growth, or learning, in the life of the disciples of 

Christ. 

So, I’m simply saying that to be disciples of Jesus, we need to develop 

practices, or habits - things that we intentionally build into our life - that 

help shape us to become more like Jesus. 

And discipleship and mission are always linked together. However, it’s 

important to note, as Karina Kreminski points out, in an excellent book 

called Urban Spirituality, that we do not engage with missional or spiritual 

practices to earn God’s favour, or to obtain merit from God. Rather, they 

are practices that we engage in so that the Holy Spirit can work through 

them, to shape us and form us into the image of Jesus.  

And the emphasis or focus of spiritual practices is on the formation of a 

people,  who are on God’s mission,  in a particular context (just like 

the early church was and just like FBBC!). 

This formational aspect is necessary because our culture is continually 

attempting to form us to reflect and live out false narratives of our world 
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like individualism and consumerism. Over time, however, it will be our 

rituals and practices that shape and form us. 

A key scripture for us to keep in mind is  

2 Cor 3:17-18. 

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate  the Lord’s glory, are 

being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 

Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

This verse talks of the freedom that we have in being open to the Spirit 

and the effect of this - which is transformation - or ongoing formation, a 

continuing process or journey. 

And it’s important to recognise that formation happens in community. 

Discipleship and community must go hand in hand – we are called to 

submit ourselves to Christ and to a faithful community that practices its 

discipleship together (and again Phil also referred to this last week).  

Our community here, at FBBC, is of course made up of individuals. 

However, we form a community life, together and in the world, through 

discipleship practices. And this is exactly what is described for us in Acts 2 

and 4. The description of this Spirit filled church in Jerusalem is all about 

their community practices, of the practices that God used to shape them 

into his people, when they were open to the Spirit. The community 

practices included immersing themselves in the teachings of Jesus, as Phil 

looked at last week, as well as generosity and hospitality. 

So let me make a few comments about what we learn from these 

passages in Acts about the community practice of generosity.  

Acts 2:43-45 

We read in Chapter 2 

43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 

apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  

The word for “common”, in verse 43, is Koinos. This is the root of the 

word fellowship (or koinonia) that’s in 2:42. 

And koinonikos, is the Greek word for “generous.” 
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So the practice of generosity is what Luke is describing when he tells us 

how those early followers of Jesus, the early disciples, shared their 

possessions with one another. 

This was a result of the outpouring of the Spirit and becomes a practice, of 

the Spirit-filled community.  

 

And in Chapter 4, after they are again filled with the Holy Spirit Luke 

provides another description of the same united and Spirit-filled church in 

Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 4: 34-35 

And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy 

persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold 

them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need. 

 

The parallels in these 2 passages are the common mind and the 

generosity, of the disciples in their life together, when the Spirit was 

poured out. This close fellowship went along with the peaching of the 

apostles. The gift of the Holy Spirit led not only to inspired preaching and 

teaching but also to Christian fellowship and generosity, patterned on 

Jesus’ teaching, to love one another. 

 

What did this look like? 

What we learn from Acts 2 & 4 

• They held all things in common (koinos). This does not mean that 

the believers no longer had any private goods. But rather, that no-one 

claimed their possessions as their own. Although in law they owned 

their own goods, yet in heart and mind they developed an attitude so 

radical that they thought of their possessions as being available to 

help their needy brothers and sisters. The things they possessed 

were still their own property but nobody regarded their property as 

being under their own control but saw it as being for the use of the 

community as a whole.  
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• This radical attitude led to sacrificial actions – from time to time 

those who owned land or houses sold them and gave the money to the 

apostles to distribute (4:34-35 & 2:45). In these cases the selling was 

voluntary, not mandatory, as the need for money arose.  

• These attitudes and actions led to goods being distributed to those who 

had need, with the wonderful result that there was no needy person 

among them. 

 

We cannot  claim from these verses that God wants every Christian 

community to do exactly the same, however, it does call us to imitate their 

care of the needy and the sacrificial generosity which the Holy Spirit 

created. This again is the outworking of the teaching of Jesus about the 

kingdom. The law in the Old Testament was clear (in Deut 15:4) that there 

should be no needy person among you and Luke tells us that the gospel of 

Jesus was good news for the poor. 

Central to Jesus’ teaching was that his disciples were to love one another 

and so love defined this early Christian community.  

The way in which they were to love one another was the way in which 

Jesus had loved them, by sacrificing oneself for the good of the other. 

That is exactly the way we see the early Christians here loving each other. 

Just as Jesus loves the church by allowing her to share in his life and his 

possessions, so the early church loved one another by practising 

generosity and sharing in one another’s lives and possessions. 

The Holy Spirit shapes and forms them into the likeness of Christ, through 

this practice of generosity. Because Jesus’ life expressed the generosity of  

our self-giving God. 

So what does it look like to embrace this way of thinking and living in our 

Western context today. One church in Dallas Texas has sought to do this. 

After spending time examining the book of Acts they have developed a set 

of core practices to shape their life together. They identified that the early 

church was devoted to the gospel message, to the gospel community and 

to the gospel mission and so they have developed the practices of Believe, 

Belong and Bless. 

Belong is the one that especially relates to the community practice of 

generosity. However their understanding of how the 3 practices go 

together also speaks of sharing and of generosity. In connecting mission 
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and community they see themselves as existing for the community 

because the community exists for the gospel.  

Their understanding of belonging to community is to make their needs 

secondary and their gifts primary. They recognise that the extent that 

each member of the community exercises his or her gifts will result in the 

needs of each member actually being met, along with the needs of the 

world. They are committed to sharing their gifts and their lives together. 

This is an example of the model that Paul speaks about in 1 Thessalonians 

2:8: 

1 Thessalonians 2:8 
so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with 

you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. 

This generous sharing of our lives also speaks of hospitality - of sharing 

our homes and our possessions with others. And the example of this 

speaks volumes to those outside the church. Most importantly however, it 

shapes us more into the likeness of Christ. 

The self-giving love of Christ reveals the heart of God as a heart of 

extravagant generosity. To become more like Jesus, is to be more 

generous.  

Disciples are called to be a generous community, to become more like 

Christ, to show God to the world. 

 

I wonder what the practise of generosity looks like for FBBC. I apologise 

that I don’t you know you so well yet, however I expect that you are 

generous. You are generous in care and prayer. This is the generosity of 

sharing your lives.  

I don’t know the personal stories of the impact of Covid19, whether there 

may be some among you who are now needing employment, or struggling 

with mortgages. I have heard in the past of churches who have set aside 

funds, or invited gifts, to help make mortgage payments for those who 

may be facing challenging times. 

Generosity with your time, might mean taking time to phone or now visit, 

those who have been struggling with the isolation during this pandemic.  
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It might mean saying that one Sunday a month is only for those over 70 to 

attend the service here, while those who have more regular community 

contact stay at their homes, to help church be a safer space, for those 

who aren’t able to go out so much. And of course it’s not restricted to 

Sundays.   

I don’t know what it might look like. The practice of generosity for you as 

a church community may look entirely different. 

I know from your website that you are a Bible based, multicultural, church, 

faith and prayerful community. You value community life and your vision is 

to reach out and impact Castle Hill and beyond.  

Let me encourage you today to consider how you can practice generosity, 

as you let the Holy Spirit guide you and show you needs and opportunities 

to share with each other and in your community - just like that church in 

the story that I started with. Maybe there’s a new thing that will develop 

for you as you practice generosity. 

Because generosity is a community practice, and opens you to the work of 

the Holy Spirit. As you practice generosity you will continue to be formed 

into the likeness of Christ and this will be your witness to the world. 

Concluding Quote 

“The ekklesia is what God is up to in the world: re-creating a people whose corporate 

life tells the world what the death and resurrection of the Messiah is all about. This 

people, the “Church” lives the story, embodies the story, tells the story.” (C367) 

I pray that you will continue to see God act in the world through you and  

guide you in this practice of generosity, for His Kingdom purposes. 

 


